i. 



(19) 



3 



(12) 



Europaisches Patentamt 
European Patent Office 
Office europeen des brevets 




(11) 



EP 1 063 789 A1 



EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION 



yfU) uaie ot puDiicaiion. 


(51) Intel/. nu**D #/UH 


z/. i^.^uuu Duiienn zuuu/oz 




i) Application number, wiuioi.u 




uaxe ot Tiling, zo.uo.iyyy 




(84) Designated Contracting States: 


• Enderleln, Janos, c/o Sony Int.(Europe) GmbH 


AT BE CH CY DE DK ES Fl FB GB GR IE IT LI LU 


70736 Fellbach (DE) 


MC NL PT SE 


• Zumkeller, Markus, c/o Sony Int.(Europe) GmbH 


Designated Extension States: 


70736 Fellbach (DE) 


ALLTLVMKROSI 






(74) Representative: 


(71) Applicant: Sony International (Europe) GmbH 


m Ciller & hoffmann Patentanwaite 


10785 Berlin (DE) 


Innere Wiener Strasse 17 


81667 Munchen (DE) 


(72) Inventors: 




• Kraiem, Besma, c/o Sony Int.(Europe) GmbH 




70736 Fellbach (DE) 





(54) Transmit and receiving antenna diversity 

(57) Performing an antenna diversity set-up accord- 
ing to the present invention a first mobile terminal (i) 
transmits a pre-defined antenna calibration signal to a 
second mobile terminal (15) using its omni-directional 
antenna (1 0). During the period of the transmitted signal 
the best receiving antenna (x) is identified at the second 
mobile terminal (15) by switching all its directional an- 
tennas (21 to 28) and its omni-directional antenna (20) 
into its receiving path and measuring the received signal 
quality, e. g. the received signal strength. The directional 
antenna (x) of the second network device (15) which is 
identified as best receiving antenna is then used for 



transmission and reception of data transfer with the first 
network device (1 ). Using this antenna, the second net- 
work device (15) transmits its pre-defined calibration 
signal to the first network device (1) which repeatsasim- 
ilar switching and measuring procedure with its direc- 
tional antennas (11 to 14) and its omni-directional an- 
tenna (10) to identify its best receiving antenna (y). 
These two antennas (x, y) identified at the second net- 
work device (1 5) and the first network device (1 ) are then 
used for direct data transfer in-between these both de- 
vices. This inventive method is preferably used in direct 
mode within an IEEE1394 based HIPERLAN type 2 
wireless network. 
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Description 

[0001] The present invention relates to transmit and receiving antenna diversity in wireless networks in particular 

hi wireless networks with direct mode, i. e. the possibility that network devices, e. g. mobile terminal 

mcate wrth each other without using a central station or access point as repeater lerminals ' d "ectly c om m u- 

^ebe^T^Z^T^T^ shown J n Fig - a Genera,,y ' mobile termina,s in wire,ess network * ««*» « 

SJr!n h . 5 . HIPERLAN type 2 network which is developed under supervision of ETSI comprise several 
different d reded antennas to be able to perform a receiving antenna diversity in regard to the central controller o 

Sr a TL ? ^ reC6 " er °' 8 m ° bile termina ' 1 ' 1S - 16 ' 17 dete ™" es < h ° ^st reclCalnna 

during a downl ink period of a communication with the central controller or access point 18 and the transmitter^ ^"d 
mobile terminal uses the same antenna during an uplink period. An IEEE 1394 bus with connected network devSs 
is exemplary shown only for the fourth mobile terminal 1 7. neiworK devices 

Stat f ? th t ar1 °" b ° th tfanSmit and receivin9 antenna diversit y " wireless networks with direct mode is 

E TS^ISLZ ? n f a " transmit and receivin9 an,ennas in order to assess the p rovided «*> SkSK 

™ i 2 h ? h 0356 3 f ' rSt m ° bile ,6rminal havin9 a medium access c °™°' identifier, i. e. MAC-ID 

ZtTer m?p r ""T? ^ reCeiVin9 an,emaS and 3 SSCOnd mobile terminal hav '"9 medium access controi 
identifier MT2 comprises M directed transmit and receiving antennas there is the need to perform N M measurement 

S ZclSZTZ pair * iden,ified • since ,or each of the N direc,ed transmit ante ™ a * -SwSZS 

rlntZ ! T Pair haV,n9 the beSt P ert °™ance. These N M measurements need a rather long time when 

^TS^g , ^Z^ " 1Vent,0n t0 fedUCe time ,0 ^ thS b6St ant — P a ^ -» -e 

SS?* H™ 3 ° bje ! 1 iS SO ' V ! d W " h 8 mSth0d l ° Perf ° rm 3 transmit and receivi "9 ante ™* diversity in-between a first 
network device and a second network device of a wireless network according to independent claim 1 a network device 

Z TnfJ' Tk n ? W ° rk ^ * C ° mpriSin9 3 nUmbSr ° f direC,ional antennas accordi "9 to iXende S mTand 

^s^^H^S^T^"! device of a wireless ne,work - such as a mobfc terminal of an 

dTver^H^ntiK VP k> Wh,Ch com P nses a numb ^ of directional antennas to perform antenna 

diversity additionally comprises an omni-directional antenna 

ESvL J her ! With ; ,0 P erfonm a ,ransmi1 and receivin 9 antenna diversity in-between first and second of such network 
devices according to the present invention the following steps are performed: neiworK 

" tennis «nH h ,L b f "^7 T™ 3 ° f * ■ SeCOnd netv,,ori< device bv su ^essively switching all directional an- 
tennas and the omni-directK^nal antenna of the second network device into its receiving path and respectively 

a^en^f^ 

" Z^^:^-^^^^ — ~- - -smit a caption signal from 

" l d nH n !!!r 9 the j )est ; eCe 1 ivin9 antenna of the first networ k device by successively switching all directional antennas 
lelH 1 ,T I"*™ 3 ° f firSt n6,WOrk dSViCe in, ° fts receivin 9 P a * and respectively measure 
Z'nlo^lZT' Sett ' n9 S3id identifi6d b8St reC8iVin9 an,6nna 85 ,ranSmit and rece i-n 9 antenna of'said 

K!?„. ThereWithl aCC ?^ ,i " 9 ,0 the present invention the amount °< measurements needed to be performed until the 
best antenna pair ,s identified is reduced to N + M + 2 in case the first network device comprises N directional antennas 

M a°nTen^a 30160,13 ^ ** """" dWk * C ° mpfiSeS M directionalantennas and 1 1niXec 

KLHf id ,° mn 1 i ' di . reCti0na i antenna ° f 3 netW ° rk device according to the present invention is preferably separate 
from^^ 

Z\T Z'f uZ ^ an, H 6nna ^ bui,d b * a P arallel c °""^ion of several or al. of said directiona. antenna's 
[0010] This further preferred embodiment according to the present invention has the advantage that existing network 
devices can easity be adapted to the inventive method without considerable changes in hardwire ,51 by SIJS 
vidmg the new control method for antenna diversity according to the present invention P 
[0011] An antenna calibration signal that is to be used in the inventive method to perform a transmit and receiving 
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antenna diversity with a network device according to the present invention is characterized in that a signal is used 
which is already available within the mobile terminal. 

[0012] Therefore, no additional memory space is needed to store the calibration signal according to the present 
invention. 

s [001 3] Preferably one or more B1 6 quarter symbols are used to compose the antenna calibration signal, wherein a 
B1 6 is a quarter symbol within a BCCH/uplink preamble according to the IEEE 1 394 based HIPERLAN type 2 network. 
[0014] To use of this signal inherits the advantage that the peak to average power ratio and dynamic range is low. 
[0015] Of course, the calibration signal has to be transmitted during the whole time of switching through all available 
antennas of the respective receiving network device and it has to be homogeneous over its signal period. 

10 [0016] The present invention and its numerous embodiments will be better understood from the following detailed 
description of an exemplary preferred embodiment thereof taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings, in 
which 

Fig. 1 shows two mobile terminals of an IEEE 1 394 HIPERLAN type 2 network adapted according to the present 
is invention; 

Fig. 2 shows the antenna diversity set-up in direct mode for both mobile terminals shown in Fig. 1 ; and 
Fig. 3 shows an exemplary IEEE 1 394 based HIPERLAN type 2 network. 

[0017] Fig. 1 shows that the first mobile terminal 1 having the medium access control identifier, i. e. MAC-ID, MT1 
20 has N = 4 directional antennas 11 to 14 and one omni-directional antenna 10 which are connected via a switching unit 
9 to the movable terminal of a transmit/receive selection switch 2 which fixed terminals are respectively connected to 
the transmitter and receiver signal path of the mobile terminal 1. In the receiver signal path a receiver 3 is directly 
connected to the respective fixed terminal of the transmit/receive selection switch 2. This receiver 3 produces a data 
and control signal input to a controller 6 and also outputs a signal wherefrom a signal quality measurement unit 5 can 
25 determine the received signal strength which is output to the controller 6. For the transmitter signal path the controller 
6 outputs a data and control signal to a transmitter 4 which modulates, up-converts and amplifies this signal to a given 
signal strength which is indicated to the transmitter 4 by a control signal generated by the controller 6 and outputs the 
generated transmission signal to the respective fixed terminal of the transmit/receive selection switch 2. Bi-directionally 
connected to the controller are a user interface 7 and a memory 8. Furtheron, the controller 6 outputs a antenna 
30 selection signal to the switching unit 9. 

[0018] The second mobile terminal 15 having a medium access control identifier MT2 looks identical to the first 
mobile terminal 1 apart from the fact that it comprises M = 8 directional antennas 21 to 28 and one omni-directional 
antenna 20 which are respectively connected to the switching unit 9. 

[0019] In the following the antenna diversity set-up in direct mode between the first mobile terminal 1 having the 
35 medium access control identifier MT1 and the second mobile terminal 15 having the medium access control identifier 
MT2 is explained in connection with Fig. 2. 

[0020] For example, after the direct mode connection set-up and a transmit power control the access point/central 
controller 18 grants resources for the peer mobile terminals, i. e. the first mobile terminal 1 and the second mobile 
terminal 15, to perform antenna diversity selection. Therefore, using its omni-directional antenna 10, the first mobile 
40 terminal 1 with MAC-ID MT1 transmits an antenna diversity calibration signal, in the following AD_signal, to the second 
mobile terminal 15 with MAC-ID MT2 in a first step S1 . 

[0021 ] During the period of the transmitted signal the best receiving antenna is identified at the second mobile terminal 
15 with MAC-ID MT2, by switching the M = 8 directional antennas 21 to 28 and the omni-directional antenna 20 into 
the receiving path and then measuring the received signal quality, e. g. the received signal strength RSS. The directional 
46 antenna x at the second mobile terminal 15 with MAC-ID MT2 which is identified as best receiving antenna, e. g. the 
first directional antenna 21 of the second mobile terminal 1 5, is then used for transmission and reception of direct mode 
transfer with the first mobile terminal 1 with MAC-ID MT1 . Using this antenna the second mobile terminal 15 transmits 
its AD_signal to the first mobile terminal 1 in a second step S2. 

[0022] The first mobile terminal 1 performs a similar switching and measuring procedure with its M = 4 directional 
so antennas 1 1 to 1 5 and its omni-directional antenna 1 0 to identify its best receiving antenna y, e. g. the second antenna 

12 of the first mobile terminal 1 . These two antennas y and x identified at the first mobile terminal 1 and the second 

mobile terminal 15 are then used for data transfer in direct mode in-between these both mobile terminals. 

[0023] Basically, the numbers N and M of directional antennas depend on the system used, preferably N = M <, 8 

directional antennas are used. 
55 [0024] In the following the requirements of the antenna calibration signal are listed and explained: 

the length of the signal has to be sufficient for switching and measuring the maximum number of antennas used 
within a mobile terminal, 
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the strength of the signal has to be homogenous over its signal period, 

- the peak to average power ratio and dynamic range has to be low, and 

- in order to avoid additional space for the signal storage a signal shall be applied which is already available. 

I^fl ? C ° UrSe ' dependin 9 on tne needs of tne ^stem not all of these 4 items have to be fulfilled simultaneously. 
[0026] As mentioned above, the best antenna arrangement will be found be subsequently switching of all antennas 
into the receiving path and measuring of the signal strength. Table 1 below contains an estimation of the time (specified 
in parts of a symbol length for the IEEE 1 394 based HIPERLAN type 2 network) needed for measurement of the signal 
and switching from one antenna to the next. 



Table 1: 



Length of the antenna calibration signal for one antenna 


Function 


Symbol 


Signal collection and energy integration over antenna n 


3/4 


Setting-up a switching to antenna n + 1 


1/4 



[0027] As shown in Table 1 , for the measurement and switching of one antenna a time of approximately one OFDM 
symbol, i. e. 3,2 ps, is needed, wherefore for N = 8 directional antennas and one omni-directional antenna a calibration 
signal with a length of 9 symbols = 28,8 ps is necessary. 

[0028] Preferably each of these 9 OFDM symbols is composed by 4 quarter symbols as they have been introduced 
for the BCCH/uplmk preamble within the IEEE 1 394 based HIPERLAN type 2 standard. As required, the time domain 
waveform of the B16 symbols achieves a low peak to average power ratio and a small dynamic range. Therefore it is 
preferred to use B16 symbols to compose the antenna calibration signal. 

[0029] Of course, the present invention is not limited to IEEE 1 394 and also not to HIPERLAN type 2 In general 
any wireless network and network devices within such a network supporting antenna diversity are applicable to the 
present invention. Also, the present invention is not limited to direct mode only, it is also thinkable that antenna diversity 
according to the present invention can be performed in-between a mobile terminal and the central controller/access 
point. 



Claims 



2. 



Method to perform a transmit and receiving antenna diversity in-between a first network device (1 ) and a second 
network device (2) of a wireless network, characterized by the following steps: 

- using an omni-directional antenna (10) of the first network device (1 ) to transmit a calibration signal from the 
first network device (1) to the second network device (1 5); 

- identifying the best receiving antenna (x) of the second network device (15) by successively switching all 
directional antennas (21 to 28) and an omnidirectional antenna (20) of the second network device (15) into 
its receiving path and respectively measuring the received signal quality, and setting said identified best re- 
ceiving antenna (x) as transmit and receiving antenna of said second network device (15) 

- using the set transmit and receiving antenna (x) of said second network device (15) to transmit a calibration 
signal from the second network device (1 5) to the first network device (1 ); and 

- identifying the best receiving antenna (y) of the first network device (1 ) by successively switching all directional 
antennas (1 1 to 14) and said omni-directional antenna (10) of the first network device (1 ) into its receiving path 
and respectively measuring the received signal quality, and setting said identified best receiving antenna (y) 
as transmit and receiving antenna of said first network device (1 ). 

Method according to claim 1 , characterized in that said wireless network is an IEEE 1 394 based HIPERLAN tvDe 
2 network. Jy 



3. Method according to claim 1 or 2, characterized in that said network device is a mobile terminal (1 15) or a 
central controller (18). 1 ' 9 

4. Network device (1; 15) within a wireless network, comprising a number of directional antennas (11 to 14" 21 to 28) 
characterized by an omni-directional antenna (1 0; 20). 
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5. Network device according to claim 4, characterized in that said omni-directional antenna (10; 20) is build by a 
parallel connection of at least one of said directional antennas (11 to 14; 21 to 28). 

6. Network device according to claim 5, characterized in that said omni-directional antenna (10; 20) is build by a 
parallel connection of all of said directional antennas (11 to 14; 21 to 28). 

7. Network device according to any one of ciaims 4 to 6, characterized by a maximum of 8 directional antennas. 

8. Network device according to any one of claims 4 to 7, characterized In that it is a mobile terminal or a central 
controller. 

9. Network device according to any one of claims 4 to 8, characterized in that it is used in an IEEE 1394 based 
HIPERLAN type 2 wireless network. 

10. Network device according to any one of claims 4 to 9, characterized in that it is adapted to perform the method 
to perform a transmit and receiving antenna diversity according to claim 1 , 2 or 3. 

11. Antenna calibration signal to be used in a method to perform a transmit and receiving antenna diversity according 
to claim 1 , 2 or 3 with a mobile terminal according to any one of claims 4 to 1 0, characterized in that it is a signal 
which is already available within the network device. 

12. Antenna calibration signal according to claim 11, characterized in that it consists of one or more B16 quarter 
symbols which respectively are used as BCCH/uplink preamble in a HIPERLAN type 2 network. 
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